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A bee in my bonnet 
about winter plants

I’m in a spot over  
a chrysanth crisis

Take a moisturising hand 
sanitiser to the allotment or 
garden shed with you. This  
will help cut down on 
contamination, as well as 
protect your hands from  
drying out.

Gardening  club
  Q&A

tipof the week

6
What should I be planting 
now to help bees over the 

winter? Marge, Kent
DAViD: Many evergreens – 
which don’t lose their foliage –
can provide late nectar 
sources. This is important for 
hibernating bees and 
emerging Queen bumblebees. 
Go for ivy, which flowers well 
into November, or evergreen 
clematis. Mahonia media also 
displays bright yellow flowers 
from autumn through winter, 
and has berries for birds.

6
My chrysanthemums 
have little yellow leaf 

spots – what can I do about it? 
Jon, via email
DAViD: This sounds like 
chrysanthemum white rust, 
which can be either yellow, 
brown or white and is a fungal 
disease affecting the leaves. 
Clear any dead foliage to 
prevent spread. Then you may 
want to try a fungicide – but 
make sure it’s approved for 
control on rust diseases and 
ornamental plants.

GEt iN tOUCH
For loads more hints and  
tips on gardening, visit 
daviddomoney.com or  
follow me on Facebook at  
@DavidDomoneytV or on 
twitter @daviddomoney

It has been an incredible year for 
Cultivation Street. Our 2019 
campaign has attracted record 
entries from across 

the UK since its launch 
in February.

Picking the winners 
has been harder than 
e ver.  Today we’re 
revealing the first batch, 
who share nearly £20,000 
worth of prizes, plus 
each finalist gets 100 
stunning Calliope® gera-
nium plugs from our main sponsor.

Our five regional winners were 
picked from thousands of entries.  

Judges, including Mark Glover, 
chief executive of Newington 
Communications, and the Sunday 

Mirror’s deputy editor, 
Gemma Aldridge, had 
their work cut out.

Mark said: “ The 
breadth, creativity and 
commitment of all 
those involved demon-
strated that these 
awards reach beyond 
t h e  h o r t i c u l t u r e 
community and touch 

the lives of so many people from 
all walks of life in so many 
different, positive ways.” 

wAlEs AND N.i.

tHE sOUtH
Herts & Essex Community Farm, 
Harlow, Essex 
Allotments are hard to come by in 
Harlow so in 2013, a group of 
residents came together and 
transformed a derelict patch of 
council land into a green haven. 

Within the first year, they had 
cleared enough of the site to start 
growing crops and hold a mini-
music festival — and one has been 
held every year since. 

The garden now has 12 raised 
beds suitable for wheelchair users, 
10 growing beds, two allotment 
pots, three polytunnels and a large 
brassica tunnel, plus a wildlife pond 
and secret garden. 

Bird boxes, bug hotels and 
feeders have been hung and an 
orchard has been planted, along 
with flowers and fruit bushes 
especially for the wildlife. 
 JUDGES’ VERDICT:  The Herts & 
Essex Community Farm won 
because it has had an amazing 
impact on so many people – and 

(based on organic, sustainable 
principles) is clearly helping local 
wildlife too. 

Schools use the large wooden 
classroom on site and, in the last 12 
months, a barbecue area has been 
built, along with a large grassed 
area with a stage and beehives. 

Volunteers have transformed a 
badly littered area into a meeting 
place for everyone in the local area 
to enjoy – the very essence of 
Cultivation Street.

Grow for Telgarth, Telgarth, Wales
In 2015, five volunteers wanted to 
brighten up the town with colourful 
planted displays. 

Troughs were donated by 
farmers, painted and filled with 
flowers donated by locals. 

Now it’s an interactive and 
bustling space for everyone in the 
community with 32 beds adorning 
the town square, the riverside walk 
and a new garden. 

The community garden runs 
along the riverside for about 50m. 
At one end is the war memorial 
area filled with flowers and a large 
community herb and vegetable box. 
At the other end is a wildlife-
friendly garden full of colour and 
scents – the perfect place for 
visitors to sit and relax. 
 JUDGES’ VERDICT: Without 
doubt, this project brought people 
together and broadened their 
horticultural skills, which was why it 
was so eye-catching to the judges. 

There has been an amazing 

increased sense of community 
pride and cohesion, and an 
appreciation of living in a town that 
looks well-loved. 

The Riverside Garden sees 
people sitting, picnicking and 
enjoying the river bank – all 
appreciating the beauty of the 
spaces.

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices o ffered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 27th May – 25th 
Aug 2019. Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If you are not happy for any 
reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. These goods are 
sold and supplied by BVG Group with whom you contract when you accept this offer.

Call 0843 922 5001 (quoting 95049) 
or visit MirrorOffers.co.uk

Call our UK-based sales team or visit our website now for thousands of great 
deals on clothing, kitchen, home, garden, health and hobbies 

 TELESCOPIC ELECTRIC 
 POLE CHAINSAW 
Now £79.99 plus £4.95 p&p
With your feet firmly and safely on 
the ground, this multi-function 
600W chainsaw allows you to trim 
even the tallest of branches with 
ease.

With a standard working height 
of 2.3 metres, simply add the 
additional handle to extend your 
working height to an amazing 2.9 
metres. 

The angle of the chainsaw can be 
adjusted through 45 degrees and 
can be turned on and off with a 
simple press and release of the 
operating trigger.

With a shoulder strap for 
comfortable operation at the 
longest extension.

Includes a cutting width of 25cm, 
and weighing just 3.7kg, the 
chainsaw separates for easy storage 
when not in use.
D5942 Electric Pole Chainsaw
D6546 Visor Shield £12.99
D3741 Circuit Breaker Socket £13.99

 THREE-IN-ONE BLOWER, VACUUM 
 AND SHREDDER 
Now £39.99 plus £4.95 p&p
Remove, collect and shred unwanted leaf 
and garden debris with this three-in-one tool. 
Take the effort out of removing fallen leaves 
with three handy functions including blowing, 
vacuuming and mulching.

The powerful 3000W motor will turn 450 
litres of garden debris into mulch that is ready 
for composting straight from the 45-litre 
collection bag, meaning there’s no mess to 

sweep up.
The blower and vacuum is easy to use and 

features a simple switch to choose between 
functions and an on/off trigger located on the 
handle. You can also select the power level 
by using the minimum to maximum control 
switch. With a secure harness and mounting 
for ease of use, it has two wheels with a 
bracket on the hose for extra stability. 

Dimensions: L34 x W14 x H120cm. Weighs: 
3kg.
G2016 Three-in-one Blower, Vacuum and 
Shredder

SAVE
£50

Was £129.99

AVAILABLE ONLINE

SAVE
£40
Was £79.99
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Offer  
of the week

Dwarf-Evergreen Mahonia Media 
Charity is a fabulous winter 

flowering evergreen shrub.
It produces stunning green holly-

like foliage, coupled with an 
abundance of small yellow flowers. 

The elongated flowers stand 
erect up to 30cm long from 
December to April.

Height 1.5m. 20-25cm plant 
supplied in a 9cm pot.

Buy ONe Mahonia Media Charity 
for £8.99 or buy TWO for £17.98 
and receive a further one free.

Delivery within 21 days.
To order by debit/credit card call 

0843 922 5000 quoting 
SMTG061 or send a cheque made 
payable, using blue or black ink, to 
‘Garden Offers’ to Mahonia Media 
Charity Offer (SMTG061) PO Box 
64, South West District Office, 
Manchester, M16 9HY or visit 
mirrorgardenoffers.co.uk

These instant garden path tiles can 
help overcome boggy, slippery 
ground, either in your main garden 
or on a vegetable patch, and protect 
lawns and paths from damage. They 
snap together to form any width or  
shape and are made of durable, 
weatherproof plastic with a non-slip 
coating. They cost £6.99 for five 
from coopersofstortford.co.uk.

Gardening  club with DaviD Domoney

GadGeT   

Roots in the 
community

features@sundaymirror.co.uk
daviddomoney.com

@daviddomoney
/daviddomoneytv

Special tiles to lead 
you up garden path

ScOTlaNd
Blackhill’s Growing, 
Provanmill, Glasgow
Blackhill’s Growing has 
blossomed into a major 
community asset after 
starting in 2015 as a social 
enterprise with six hens, 
allowing local young people 
to sell the eggs.

By February 2016, 
volunteers had planted an 
orchard. In May of that year, 
the first polytunnel was 
installed and by August they 
were harvesting potatoes 
and salad crops. 

Since then, the project has 
developed even more 
growing space – made up of 
seven different sections – and 
also branched out into 
beekeeping and turkey-
rearing. The orchard now has 

29 trees, and there are eight 
outside raised beds in  
which community members 
and local groups can grow 
what they want. There are 
also three areas growing 
flowers for pollinators.
 JUDGES’ VERDICT:  There 
was strong competition in 
the Scottish regional 
category, but this garden has 
had a huge impact on the 
local community, helping to 
redefine diets in the area. It 
regularly provides fresh-
grown produce to up to 65 
people a week. 

The garden has also 
helped a further 79 local 
households grow at home 
and enabled others to 
develop employment skills.  
Amazing results.

The MidlaNdSThe NOrTh

Wonky Garden Project, Halton, 
Cheshire
Volunteers working on the Wonky 
Garden have a motto: Sow, grow and 
go! The project came about in 2017 
when a group of volunteers met 
while having cancer treatment and 
decided to pool their knowledge and 
launch a community garden. 

Over the last two years, they have 
focused on creating beautiful 
outdoor health and wellness spaces 
at busy community centres – a 
hospital rehabilitation ward, a 
hospice and a rugby club. Their goal, 

over the next two years, is to become 
self-sufficient through floristry 
services and plant sales.
 JUDGES’ VERDICT:  The focus of 
the Wonky Garden is physical and 
mental health, wellness and life/
vocational skills – engaging with all 
generations, ages and abilities. 

The result is a magical mix of 
individuals and groups. Students of 
all ages enjoy the gardens and the 
feedback from teachers and children 
has been extraordinary. Plus, they’ve 
seen a steady increase in wildlife, 
Winners all round.

Saffron Acres, Leicester, Leics
The Saffron Acres site started as a 
very small allotment where local 
people came together to learn 
gardening skills and socialise. 

Now the site has expanded to 
around 13 acres. The reclaimed land 
itself was previously derelict and 
notorious for anti-social behaviour. 

Thanks to the project, it is now an 
urban oasis full of environmental and 
educational features – and more than 
3,000 people directly benefit. 

The site has two polytunnels 
growing a wide variety of fruit and 
vegetables, experimenting with 
unusual varieties – including their 
own local variety of plum, the ‘Syston 
White’. Recently, they have planted 
an additional 200m of native 
hedging to create a wildlife corridor. 

This area also features a 
pre-Victorian field pond with a 
thriving population of smooth newts, 
beehives, a hazel and willow coppice, 
a bug hotel and a native wildflower 
meadow. 

 JUDGES’ VIEW:  This entry was 
incredibly impressive in terms of 
recent achievements. The last 12 
months alone has seen volunteers 
adapt the space for wheelchair 
accessibility and add raised beds for 
working at different heights.

Cuttings of strawberry, grape, 
blackberries and loganberries have 
been planted out to increase the 
amount of food they can offer to 
local food banks. 

Since the garden began, there has 
been an anecdotal decline in levels of 
anti-social behaviour in the area.


